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Ono often hears tho statement, "The English language is always changing,” 
made by all sorts of peoples Sometines it comes from the lips of those who 
have authority and information upon which to base this statements other ting 
it comes glibly parroted by those who have no informetion to enforee the 
statement but repeat only what they hearse However, there does seem to be 
an almost complete agreement concerning the truth of the statement 

Sinee the statement that our Boglish language is changing seems to be 
80 general ly accepted, the next logical procedure is to determine as nearly 
as possible how far and in whet direction the trend toward change has gone. 
This problem is so extensive as to seen almost impossible to solve, and it 
is only as the larger problem is broken down into many small units thet it 
begins to appear in any measure ready to be solveds As a partial solution 
one very small area of change is presented in this papers This discussion 
gives the results of a study conducted in regard to the trend in agreement in 
number of pronouns used with indefinite pronoun antecedentses 


MBSTHODS OF PROCEDURE 


Tn this study it seemed wise to make a survey of crammr textbooks and 
handbooks to determine as nearly as possible how great and how rapid this 
change has been, For this purpose 102 textbooks and 23 handbooks or handbook 
sections of textbooks were used, the oldest dating back as far as 1628 and 
the most modern being copyrighted in 1940. mach book was carefully examined 
to discover any statement concerning the subject of number of pronouns used 
with indefinite pronoun antecedentse If no definite statements wore nade, 
any material which pert®ined to the subject at all was sought. This ine 


formation has been gathered together in logicel divisions and forms a portion 
of the main body of this papers 

In addition to the survey of grammars it seemed wise to make some sort 
of survey of the actual use of pronouns with indefinite pronoun antecedents 
in order to try to determine what forms are actually being used in specific 
situations of this kind. For this purpose the drama as a literary form was 
chosen for use; this choice arose from a conclusion that the drama represente 
ed the actual speech, the language of the people, and thus afforded the best 
opportunity for the study of any certein grammatical form such as the one with 
which this study is concerneds Consequently, 150 different plays, ranging 
from some of the most modern to those of the early nineteenth century, were 
studied in order to find examples of this form in uses Where no such ex- 
amples were found, the substitutes for this certein form were soughte The 
results of this search have also been compiled and form another portion of 
the main body of this papers 

These two kinds of data evaluated together have presented an interesting 
insight into one area where our language seems far from statics They are 
discussed fully in the following pages together with other material whenever 
it has contributed pertinent information other than that fod in the two 


main sourcese 
STUDY OF NUMBER AS TAUGHT IN GRAMMAR TEATBOOKS 
Historical Survey 


The problem of number is one which faces every student of gramar, 


whether he is studying English grammar or the grammar of some other languages 
Agreement in number is a necessary requirement betwoen a pronoun and its 


antecedent, but it is usually a simple requirement to fulfill, In the English 
language it is only as the student 10 confronted by an indefinite pronoun an- 
tecedent that he becanes pugzled by the problems Then the student often asks, 
“Should I use a singular or plural pronoun with an indefinite pronoun anteced« 
ent?" The answer to this question is not always the sameg it depends upon 
what authority the conclusion is based and to some extent upon the year in 
which that authority cams to his conclusions 

The originally accepted rule in regard to most indefinite pronouns uns 
that they ere singular and therefore must be referred to by singular pronouns. 
Thie is still the rule given in cases where definite regulations are set down 
and no consideration is given to changing conditionse One typical example of 
this definite rule iss “Any, gach, every, neithor, anyone, everyone, someon, 
somebody, no one, & porson are singular and must be referred to by singular 
pronounse" A typical variation of this rule makes the statenent that most 
indefinite pronouns have no plura} and therefore are always singular and must 
necessarily have singular forms to agree with theme However, this study was 
undertaken primarily to determine if there has been any change in the attitude 
toward this set rule and if so what it ise . 

Among the 102 grammar textbooke which were studied there wore found 56 
which discussed the problem of nunter in connection with indefinite pronoun 
antecedents. The remaining 47 did not discuss the problem at alle Whether 4 
was not considered of enough importance for discusaion or whether these 
authors felt that it wis a question open for debate and eonsequently did not 
care to make any definite stetement regarding it or to enter into any 
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duscussion concerning it is not knowme However, it is probable 1 both 
reasons had some effect upon those who wrote the textbooks which do not dis- 
ouss the probleme Among the 24 handbooks used for this study only om lacked 
sone statement regarding number in such casos as theses 28 made quite definite 
statements in regard to the questions 

Included in the grammar textbooks studied were 17 which bear dates 
earlier than 19003 these dates include 1828, 1866, 1860, 1877, 1878, 1884, 
1886, 1687, 1889, 1891, 1892, 1895, 1697, and 1899. Six of these books made 
statements or presented a discussion of this problem, but the remaining eleven 
ignored ite The very earliest, that of 1628, made this very definite sta to- 
ment, “Pronouns such as each, every, end either must be used with nouns of 
the singular number only. 2 

Sone yoars later, in 1866, Samuel 8. Greene hesitated to acknowledge that 
certain limiting adjectives could ever be used as pronouns or be called pro- 
nome He made this specific statements “Those limiting adjectives which may, 
"without the use of the article, represent a noun when understood, are called 
pronominal adjectiveszese When such adjectives represent a noun understood, 
they are generally called pronounse They may more properly be called pronome 
inal adjectives used as nouns geee”® 

In 1866 Goold Brown published his Grammar of English Grammars, which wa 
as comprehensive and complete a work as had been published at that tims. He 
mde several interesting statements regarding this problem of number agroe- 
monte 80 of them ares “Of the pronominal adjectives the following distri= 


los Me Ingersoll, Conversations on English Grammar (Portland, o. 1828), 
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bution bas been made; "Nach, every, and either sre called distributivess 
because, though they imply ell the persons end things thet make up a number, 
they consider then, not se one whole, but as taken soparatolyes."* "The 
pronominal adjectives, each, ge, either, end neither, are always in the third 
person singularg end, when they are the leading words in their clauses they 
require verbs und pronouns to agree with thom accordingly; as ‘ech of you is 
entitled to his shares es » distributive term in the singuler number, is 
frequently construed in apposition with a comprehensive plural; as, ‘They 
reap vanity, everyone with his neighbore' ‘'Go ye every man unto his citys’ 
The foregoing axemples are plein, but 811 lar expressions sometines require 
care, lect the distributive or collective term be so placed that its construce 
tion end meaning may be misaprehendeds"® Thue 46 49 plein that these iniefe 
inite pronouns were considered to be singuler in form, even though sometimes 
used in apposition with the plural theys 

Oocasionelly d statement made to fit one situation seams to apply equally 
well to enother separate but similer situations In regard to a discussion of 
collective nouns and their verb agroement Edwin As Abbott hes written thet the 
explonation of difficulty end inconsistency in this type of agreement lies in 
the fact thet the noorrootmess 18 used to avoid harshness,’ This explenetion, 
appearing as it does in e disoussion of different kinds of agreement, might be 
applied to indefinite ween end a¢greanent with them also, A further notae 
tion of this type is found in this statement made by Willian B. Hodgson in 


e ee. 
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* 
Tn A. Abbott, How to Parse (Boston, o. 1878), 208, 


1687: "A difficulty arises when both genders are implied in each, every, obo, 
and according to Professor Bain tho plural may then be used. He seys (English 
Grammar, pp 1778), "Gremmrians frequently oall thie construction an error, 
not reflecting that it is equally an error to apply this! to feminine subjects 
Some of the best writers furnish examples of the use of the plural as a mode 
of gotting out of the difficultys! It may be observed that sometimes both 
sense and grammar my be preserved by substituting all or both for every or 
S“ More ie the first eugcestion discovered in this study that the plunl 
is ever used correctly with ony indefinite pronoun. It is also interesting to 
note that enother suggestion was mde in the final sentence for surnounting 
the difficulty without the use of the plural. It 1s often convenient in write 
ing to use sane auch device rather than to insist on either the singular or 
the plural forms ; 

In 1899 8. Orem Lyte made this definite statements “the adjoctive pro- 
nouns one and other are made plural regularly as one, oness othor, othorss 
D, Aer, neither, and another are used in the singular mmber only . 0 
In regard to Oram Tete e statement coeerning ths pronouns ong and other it 
is interesting to note a oritioisn made ty Goold Brow in his Gremar of | 
— in 18684 Urs Brown criticises an earlier author in 
these words: “Dr. Bullions gays, *One and other refer to the singular only.! 
“English Grawmr, page e. Of ones and others he takes no notices nor is he 
sufficiently attentive to usage in respect to the roots 2 

Tt has been noted previously in this paper that in the 17 grammars which 
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bear dates earlier than 1900 only one suggestion was found that u plural 
pronoun is ever used, correctly or incorrectly, in connection with an in» 
definite pronoun antecedents Representing the one decade from 1900 to 1910 
two groumrs were found which gave the suggestion of the use of a plural pro- 
noun with an indefinite pronoun antecedent. However, in neither text me this 
plural accepted ag correst grammtioal usages 

To represent the decade from 1900 to 1910 eleven gramars, bearing the 
dates 1900, 1906, 1907, 1908, ani 1900, were stulieds Seven of the eleven 
had no statement or discussion regarding nunber of pronows used with indefie# 


nite pronom antecedents. Two of the eleven, those by Willian — and 


George Pe trap,” contained the uswil definite rule with no exceptions givens 
Ue We Fowler ani P. Gs Toner in ho King's Buglish made the following state- 
dene: “Shey, them, their, theirs, are often used in referring back to eingu- 
lar proncminaiss Our view is that (though i% is admitted to be disputable) 

they, their, te., should nover be resorted to in such ease Huber Gray 
Buehler made this songuhat similar statononts 7 


1 r. 
‘ve moaning of some of then, 
matioslly singular: and in literary English they are referred to 
by singular 


3 
i : 


MriiLlinn Govbett, the Eaglish Grumar of Willian Gobbets (o York, 
— 57. - Me Nerat of Roglish Grammer (Now wer. . 


az. S. and F. Ge Fowler, fhe King's English (Oxford, Ce 


eis snes 50 pathy 1 one ee ee 
* n reflection of the comprehensive 


SE ee ff 1s stunned by those who 
ease a 

To represent the decade fram 1910 to 1920 fifteen grammars, bearing 
of the fifteen discussed the cuestion of number of pronouns used with indefi- 
nite pronoun entecedente the remaining seven ignored this problem ent rely. 
Among the gromers grouped arbitrarily by copyright dates in those for this 
decade was found the first group of which half or more than half of the books 
eontained a diseugsion of this question of numbers 

This very interesting treatment of the problem was found in As d. Astin’ 
nn. 

— hey LI 

„ ch ers, But it often happens that it has 

to be used with reference to the individuals of a olase that my 

consist of both sexes, distributed by meens of the singuler ine 

definite pronouns each“ and every“, or to either of two singular 

noms differing in gender, and connected by the alternative pronouns 

‘either - or’, ‘neither - ner“, me difficulty that thus arises is 

sonetines evaded by using the plur 1. , Some insist that in such 

eases alternative pronouns should be usedess But on the whole, the 

plural seems preferable, althouch, of course, it involves a broach 

of rule. Such a sentence es, dach mon, woman, and child reosived 

his, her, end ite share“, is intolorably awkward, But the plural 

should be restricted to cases in whieh there 16 a patent dlecrepancy.” 

In 1914, one year later, Bdwin Herbert Lewie made the following state- 
nents "When the entesedent of a pronoun is a singular nom or pronoun of 
common gender, like person, everyone, anyone, everybody, anybody, it is best 
referred to by the pronoun he, In spoken Moc lish we may be pardoned if we 


refer to everyone, everybody, by they, but in strictness such words as gue 


“tuber Grey Dushler, A l Eule Gromer with Gonposttion (Wer York, 
wR J. haktons senior Ain Grammar (London, ¢e 1913), 389. 


end body are singuler gremmaticallys"® Also in 1914 Alma Blount and Clark 
Sutherland Northup in An English Gremmar discussed the problem of number and 
gere oxemples in the following words: “A distributive singular subject is 
sometimes followed by a plural verb, Example « Behind him die 

Faint end more faint, each hostile crys = Soctt. 
A distributive or indefinite word is sometimes referred to by a plural proe 
nom, Nample - Nobody noms what it is to lose a friend till they have lost 
nin, 17 In both of these books published im 1914 the plural form of pronoms 
used with an indefinite pronoun antecedent was spoken of as acceptable usage, 
although perhaps not quite countenanced as grammatically correct. 

An additional interesting bit of information on the problen of number 
was offered in certein of these textbooks, Kittredge end Ferloy in 1918 ine 
sisted that personal pronouns mst be in the singular to agree with the ante. 
sedents each, everybody, ete. However, they allowed none to be represented 
by either singuler or plurals?” Jemes C. Fernald handled the problem simile 
larly in 1916: 


Of the indefinite pronouns, another, each, either, end neither 
ere singular only: and both are plural onlys ‘and such are 


either singular or plurals one end other are s „ but form 
D guts. end es a compound of no and 
one) was formerly held to lar only, but is now by approved 


s used also as a plural. Any was formerly used es a singuler 
end other as a plural without change of forms 


J. Lesslie Hall in his English Usage made a similar statement giving the ine 
formation that none might be either singuler or plural,. Mr. Hell said thet 


8 Herbert Lewis, A Textbook of Applied B14 h Grammer (New York, o. 
4), 802. 

nun 1171 and Clark sucher lend Northup, An English Gromar (New York, 
1. Kittredge end Frank Badger Perley, An Advanced English Gramer 
10 (Boston, 0. 1918), 64. 2 f 

Janes C. Fernald, English Gresmar Simplified (New York, o, 1916), 49. 


Reng was originally a singuler form but that in the seventeenth century it 
took on a plural meaning and has kept thet meaning down to the present times 
However, ho said thet the word nang hes © *pluristic' . 0 

To represent the decade from 1920 to 1950 21 textbooks, bearing the de 
1921, 1982, 1923, 1924, 1925, 1926, 1927, 1928, and 1929, wore studied. 
Twelve of these 21 contained Giscugsions of this prob len, but nine failed en- 
tirely to contain any notice of its It is interesting to note that very 
little varience was allowed by ey of the authors of this period; the decade 
seems to have beon one in which only absolute statements of rule wore accept. 
ede 

One typical exemple of the sort of absolute rule given at this time wag 


found in George d. Cume's College Buclish Greamars 
The singuler is now the regular fom —— abit ee 
Seep Sth since they are felt as present 


ene wee oyiginally e cingular ant is sometimes still so used, 
lor 10 ta or — fk a ea i gua 
It ie evident in the foregoing exemple that none was accepted as a pl 
by Curme before he would accept the whole group of so«eslled indefinite pro- 
nous as plurels 
Another typical oxample is the following, taken from John Lain Well's 
Protical Review Grammar, in which the agrement mentioned is with verbs 
only and not with pronounse 
The pronouns mee r 8° sroxyene, end ¢ nou modificd 


by 
„ NN singuler but meny careful 
WWW ’ 


205, Leeslis Hall 
Bisse Be I a . 


N of the nue lage is good 
— of the — — prosont,'24 


The following example was tsken from The Writing of English by Menly, 
Rickert, and Freeman: “Bagh, Ae evomybody, neither, enyoe, s- 
are grematically singulor, Hong 46 either singuler or plural. 88 

Similer definite stetements end discussions were found in Mabel 6. 
Hornens*e Studies in , In Hy O'Rourke's Selfeside in the Besentialg 
Qf ee Venger” dossie le Wheeler's Gromar ab Work,” and Bs Ae 
Grose's The Little Granary?’ 

In some cases the authors taught the same precepts but instead of giving 
a Certain rule did the teaching ty exemple. For instance, in A College Gram 
ner, by Mason Long, the following method was used “Observe the following 
reference pronominal adjestivess 

Everybody has hig life to Lives 
mch of you must hand in bis ow werte 8 

Sintlerly, C. He Ward presented this material in hig Sontenge and Thangs 

rr 


jobe 
If wo refer dach person in a glass of boys and cirls or in 
a crowd of men end women, we use hie. 


A little different prosentetion of the idea of number wes fowni in A 


Wa Ravin Nelle Presttenl Beviee dremer (Bostons b 1 


—  Mernne Gew York, Ce 1929), 429. 
2. O'Rowrkey. — ̃ H— (Washington 


255 1. £2 1927}, Te (Boston, Se 1928), 148, 
— Ae cra stom, o, 1929) 68, 
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Hodern English Gramar, by Otto Jespersons This stetemmt is as follows 
een the subject is one of the pronouns thet have the seme form in both 
number's, one, any, {a)etshory shay whch, whet, the verb ay be An etther 
nunbor, ascording as the singular er plural 4466 te uppermost in tho epecker's 
rand. vs Again this discussion 16 of agrement with verb and not with pro- 
nom, but in most cesos e rule which gen be applied in one ettuation oan also 
be applied in the others : . i 

A different interpretation of the tern indefinite pronomm was found in 
Our Living Language, by Grattan end Ourrey, They ineluded this discussion in 
their books 

Pronouns which indieste not one N thing but 
. yl etait Pong, Pay ae 


(109 
Sone of the Perscnal Pronouns can ge . caterory «= 


for exemple, They say} Do they say? What do they say? Well, let 

then soya 

This material wis of special iat er ost because of the extensive use of the 
indefinite theye A further ecnsideration of this phase of the question will 
be fomé in the discussion of the examples of number taken from various dramigs 

Charles Carpenter Price in The Teaching of the Ruglich Language has 
touched at the core of this number problen and ell other problens of glich 
grammars He has stated the question thugs . 

The answer to the question, "Wheat Mnglish ig grametioally 

acceptable?! 

(1) The only basie for correctness in grammar must be usage, for 

S KGG 


sh-spoaking pooples 
(2) Where this usage 4s practically reece wee 
but whore it is divided no one form or construction is the so. 


Jeaporson Heidel 1 
77 NN —— azo (london, ee 1905)» 180 


Mr. Fries has also made the following statenaits 
And Has everyone handed in their 6 is held to be an 


ie te elo to cmt ce coh nn 
childvens It thorefore deserves the most careful considerations 

In footnote material taken from studies presented in the Sixtoenth Years 
book of the National Sootety for the Stuy of Btuostion, Part I, pp 85-110, 
end from Stormeand ani O- shon, How Much Bog lish Grommar?, Mr, Fries bas 
naned the threo most violated rules in the English lenguages™ they are 

(1) The verte ‘to be’ takes the samo osse after it as stends before it, 

(2) With the auxiliary ‘have’ or ‘had’ tho past participle must be used, 
not the form of the simple past tases 

(3) A pronom agrees with ite antecedent in number, 

Wince the rule in regard bo agreement of pronoun and antecedent in number 
is one of the three most violated rules in the ug lich language, according to 
the previous statement made by Mr. Fries the rule camnot be absolutes “there 
usage is divided, no one form or construction is the sole correst ong" In rao 
gard to this question the usage is very definitely divided, 90 agoording to Uy 
Fries either the singular or the plural form of the pronoun with an indefinite 
pronowm antecedent would be acceptable, 


* N brio, Zhe Teaching of the Baglish Lancuage (lew Yorke, 
plies Te 


Tide, 2, 7. 


To represent the last decade, that from 1980 to 1940, 24 gremers wore 
Studio’, These bore tho datos, 1952, 1985, 1984, 1988, 1986, 1937, 1988, 1989, 
and 1940, Among the 2¢ grammars examined were found nine which dad not mention 
or discuss the question of number of pronoms used with indefinite pronoun 
extecodexts ond fifteen which did digeuss the problen, It 16 signifiesnt to 
note that such a thorough and eminent scholer as Otto Jespersa did not dis» 
ougs the questiong™ gvidently the inportence of it wes too elight or the 
@isngremont upon it wes too evident to warrant a statement by him in 1083, 

Statenens were found in books by F. k. Mitehells® House and Harman;®” 
Kies, Brockway, Clerk, Green, and Cottman;™” canby, Piero, MaoGracken, and 
Thompsons™ erte 0. Curmes®” grey ani sugdenj*® ¢, Rexford Davies*® 
Starbrock and Raymonds*® and Lawrence, Kulm, Rosa, and babs to the effect 
that indefinite pronouns are always singular and must always be referred to 
by singular pronounse This evidence can be ued to support the theory held 
by some students of grammar that definite rules are the only means of beach- 
ing cortain precepts, However, this theory is not wmenimously accepted among 
students of grammmrs 
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Sani Pp. Kies, Brockwey, Blla . Clerk, Androw de „ and Royal Ay 
and (lew York, 6. 1988), 82 


Canby, Prederick Piereo, Henry Noble MaeCracken, end 
4 h Thompgon, Ope Sites De 507. 
erte 0. Curmey Parts of Speech and Acotdesce (Boston, e. 1995), 169% 
Ine Je Searoy and Joan Sugden, Foundation Mnglish (New York, 6. 1986), 108, 
420, Rexford Davis, Toward Correct Rnglish (New York, o, 1935), 28. 


“serie and u. Re Reymond, Induetive Baglish Composition (iow Yorke, . 
Mint 5. Lewronee, Sherman H. Kuhn, Ketthow w. Rosa, and Lawrence Babb, 4 


Zustionel Greg (Hew York, e. 1987), 0. 
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George Curme in hig Syntex has given en entirely different 1des from thet 
in bie Parte of Speech and Acotdenge and from that given dn ony other cramer 
among those studied, His statement follows: 

The singular is the regular form after the indefinite or gen- 


eral pronowme „bos, since they are now usually 
felt ao pres Se ly: * e has his hobbys 
Neither hae a wifes’ In glich the plural was common here, as the 
tendency wea tha strong to give expression te the plural 14% logi+ 
Cally contained in words: ‘Sveryone im the house were in their 
bedse? (Fielding), This usage survives in Loh colloquiel and 


popular speech, After however, the plurel fe still 
fond aleo in the 14 alongside of the singular, on 
Socount of the strong plural idea logically conteined in it, the 


Plural vorb wae common in older glich ond is still found in good 
euthorss Thereites“ body is as good ae Ajax’, when neither are 
founds’ (Shekespesre), ‘Neither of us are (n, . wells), 


None used to de singuler gompletely, but now is often used ag 
plural form with plural verbs 


Curme also mede e stetement lester in the see bock saying thet present 
ay general acceptance is the the singular form of pronouns 46 correct in ree 
ferring to indefinite pronoun antecedents, but thet the older, literary usage 
of the plurel st422 survives in loose colloquial and populer speech, fe cited 
Addison, Benconsfield, Pielding, ant Defoe as users of the plurel form, 8 

Arthur Kennedy in Current English has allowed some varionee from the rule 
if the lorie end mooning of the context explain its uses 

The use of none with a plural verb, as in ‘None were saved’, 

has often been ized on the ground thet moans "no one’s 

Krepp says, "Usege justifies © ales as a plurel’, and the New 

English Dictionary states the plural emstruetion is more 

Commons Few speakers hesitate to use it. If the plural gens 

illogieal, the use of Be one, the wmeontracted form, will settle the 


troubles 
Another kind of gremmaticeal trap eatches the wiwery speaker 


when he uses one of the indefinite pronouns especially ooo 
eee, with a following partitivesegenitive » ac in ef 
the mon sitting in the store hurt’, Gremmetically 


this time, the singular verb Was s pleinly required, 


vage erge Ge Cuma, (boston, e, 1931), 51, 


on the other hand, the noun in the intervening phrase somee 
times really governs the number of the verb which follows it, as in, 
‘He wrote one of the best novele that ever were written’, and it is» 


illogical to moke the verb as though the cleuse were a 

e 

In Porm end Style Clark, Beaty, Bowyer, and Nou mde this stat enent ;; 
"pronouns referring to distributive — like everyone end everybody and 
to nouns modified by the distributive edjeetives like each end every are 
singulars"*® Hover, in a note they admitted that colloquially the use of 
the plural pronown in such constructions has been doubtfully established, and 
seve Addison, Galsworthy, ond Stuart Chase as authority for their statenarts 

A gtatement chat the indefinite pronouns are actually singular end 
should be referred to by singuler pronome was mde by Janet Renkin Aiken in 
her Gommonsense Tee: However, she tempored this first statement with 
mother saying chat this rule is often disregardeds** Quite evidently the rule 
10 taken merely as a point of departure in euch circumstances 

The latest gramar included in thie study was the American Enclich Grome 
par by Charles Carpenter Fri es. He has been perhaps the most Liberal in his 
statazents regerding plural use of pronowms with indefinite pronoun antecedante 
of all the authors studied, Several typieal examples of his stetenents ares 


Our present practice concerning number concord in respect to the 
other indefinite pronouns of later formatia « 
aoe CtOe, « parallels that o: Ve nous 

Sele „ r We never use a plural 
verb or plural pronoun form immediately following or immediately pro- 
ceding the singuler form of these indefinites, but men other words 
8 especially men these intervening worde serve to emphegize 
the pi idea contained in the indefinite, a plural verb form or 
a plural pronoun is common, In other words the pattern soncerning 


arthur d. Kennedy a (Boston, 0. 1986), 497 
48pevid Leo Clark, 30 We Bouyer, 23 Hou, Form 


and Style (New York, o. 1935), 90. 
4 Jenet Renkin Aikin, Commongense TE (New Tork, o, 1936), 176. 


the use of number forms in words thet has emerged in the 
development of glich is a based primarily on the number 
idea emphasized in the primary word rather than on its form. In 
nearly alli cases, form and meaning coincide and no problems arises 
In these instances, however, in which form and neening conflict, 
Modern Snglish tends to give meaning the right of ways Collestives 
and some of the indefinite pronouns such as nono have now no ree 
strictions in their use with verb forns accord with the 
idea uppermost in the spesker’s mind, but most of the other indefine 
ites (everyone, every ody, nobody, anyone, anybody, (n) either) that 
may de singuler in form with plural idea take a plural reference pro- 
noun or a plural verb only when other words intervene betwoen the 
indefinite and the verb or reference pronom. 


Such violations of a formal comeord as the use of a singular 
collective noun with a plural verb or a plural reference proncun; 
none with a plural verbs the indefinites — — bο⁰ 

a plural references pronoun or a plura the 
indefinite by other words: a double subject connected by and with a 
singular verb when the two substentives refer to the same thing or 
oan be included in a single category; a singular subject with a 
plural verb when words intervening between the subject end verb (or 
other context) give a distinctly plural meaning to the subject; «« 
these violations of 2 form:l number concord in order to use the 
ker number distinetive forms of verbs and those of reference pro- 
nome in accord with the actuel number of the referent rather than 
the formal murder of the word used as the subject are charactoristis 
of Group I (Standerd Thelish) and seldom appear in Vulgar Wel ih. 


These forms are used with scme frequmoy in Stenderd Mglish 
materiales 
(a) eee 
(b) The auen or 4 Suet Yenc ov oe, with a plural roe 
ference prongyn or a 5 ai verb separa from the indefinite by 
other worde, 


referring back to av is an idiomatic usage long 
sanctic g Grest rt ten 3 1 "bad gremer" by American 
stondards, 


A brie? summery of the material presented in this historical survey of 


gremea: textbooks shows thet the general trond of the attitude of gramere 
jens toward the question of number of pronouns used with indefinite pronom 


paren Sermon Fries, American English Grommar (Now York, o. 1940, 50, 
„ * 
ney 287. 


„19. 


17 


18 


antesedenis has become increasingly liberal through the years, In the croup 
of gromers dating from 1628 to 1900 only one was found which even suggested 
the use of a plural pronowm with en indefinite pronoun antecodentys five grame 
ware insisted on the singular pronow and eleven grearars 241154 to discuss 
the problem, From the decade 1900 6e 2920 only four erwmars wore studied 
which did not disouss the questions of ‘the soven gremmars which cid diseuse it 
two conceded the use of plural pronouns, Roepresorting the decade from 1910 to 
1920 were seven cremmars which did not contain any discussion of the question 
end eight which did contain such a discussion, Among the sicht there were 
three which accepted the use of a plural pronom with an indefinite pronom 
anteoederb, To represent the ten years from 1920 to 1980, 21 grammars were 
studied of which nine did not discuss thie question and twelve did diecuse 4 
However, only one made d concession which even suggested the use of a plural 
pronoun in situations of the kind discussed in this paper, For the period 
dating from 1980 to 1940, 24 gramers were studieds of these nine did not 
discuss this question and fifteen did discuss it, Five gremmre of this 
decade recognized the use of a plural prmom with on indefinite pronoun 
antecedents 

The trad of attitude toward thie number problem is most plainly shown 
in Table 1, The counter movenent which appeared in the decade from 1920 to 
1930 might have had some relationship to the first World Wer, Advencenent 
in this trend mde no progress, but a stationary position or even a baciwrd 
movement oan be noticed, However, on the whole, the table shows a changing, 
more liberal ettituie evolving toward this number questions 


is 


fable 1, The relationship of the grammars studied to the question of number 
of pronouns used with indefinite pronoun antecedents. 


On the following pages may be found a chronological list of all the 
grommars which were studied for this historical survey and which were in- 
eluded in Table 1. 
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chronologieal List of Grammar Textbooks Included in the 
Historical 


3 Char 10 Me, — —— 
. . of the Sag2ish Lencunce, 
1868 

Drow, eld. The Grummer of E xx 
1877 


Swinton, Wiilion, Nex EXA Gremmar oni Compositions 


— Risin Ae, How fo E22 · 


1984 
Roemer, Je, Principlos of Gmaral Grammer, 


1986 


ng, dn Fo, Tho Exestion] Elenentes of Rhetoric, 


1887 
netzen, William Bey Deroge ip the Yee of Melis 


1889 
addy, Virginia, Blenonts of Composition and Rhetoric, 


solar, Me d. , A ALA English Language, 
lege 
Kellner, Leon, of En ber · 
ean ig — oo ttle, ato, Sith tase ‘and Composit ions 
1898 
gie: Sone Apeliontions of Jegieal ent Puyeholeciee} 
8 Der ke Boglish Gromary 


"Movs No Hey Bho Riglish Languagey Zte Bory Bd ESN 


1s99 
lyte, l. Oram, N Gremmr end Compositions 


1900 
Duchler, Huber Gray, 4 Modern English Grammer with Compositions 


Kimball, Lilien Ge the Baglish Sentences 
Sweet, Hoary, A New. = 


ig Mls We, ent Fowler, Pe Guy Zhe King's Boglishs 


Kittredge, George Lyman, and Arnold, Sarah Louise, 
err walang e e Gonpoat tion, 


‘Sn gee 


1 — igen, ont Perley, Frank Bégar, A Con: 
4 e Aae 


1914 


Blount, Alma, and Northup, Clerk Sutherland, sh 
— Herbert, A Fextbook of Applied ie Ytak Grasate = 


1915 


S. 
Genung, John Frank 
and Bh Qutlines of Composition 


MPemald, dames Gog Boglish Qrumer sinplitieds 


1917 
al, do Loxley an 


ag Jomos Go, 5 
ieren, Rolle era, An N Schools Before 18505 


“re John Rothwell, Freshman Rhetorics 


Molt, Lusins Ne, and Chilton, Alemnder de, Baglish Analysis and Corps 
E 


. ⏑U—— 
1925 
D, 7. . . E 


lgentle, Carrie Rep Heustnkveld, Arthur My, end Hovey, s Bey 4 Quite for 
Tredteen, Codlege Bnglishe 


Alfred of Pattermnse 
Ward, Os Hey Sentenae aad Bassey 


1932 
Curme, George 0. a on 
Hcuse, Homer, 8.5 „ Sesen Bmolyn, Baglish Grammars 


Mitchell, Po Ke» for sites 
Nesfield, 4. Ce, 
Shumway, Charles 


1933 
Athens > wy — Taaee sali e 


Canby, Henry Seidel, Plerodg reas Ereatus, MecCracken, Hemry Noble, and 
ne 1 a1 


Thompson, Stith, 15 — — 
rk „ Green, Andrew Jy, ond 


Aiken, Jenot Renkin, Commongense 5: 
Davis, 0. AI — 
Searcy, Lucile, 


1987 
Lawrence, Hat P., Mun, Marne H. „ Rose, Matthew Wy, end Babb, Larrence, 
a Tes Sal Mapeons * 222 
7 Ave „ . Be, Inductive sh Sompogitione 


1938 
Herbarger, 8. As, Dumblo, We Re, Hildreth, N. E., and ned ay, dert, English 
for Students in Applied ; 
1939 
nomight, George Harley, Haber, Tom Burns, and Hetfield, u. Wilbur, A Sram 
Bex of Living Biglishe 
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Analysis of Certain Types of Gremmar Textbooks 


Eendhookpe 


In additin toile log grammar textbooks which wore included in the ha- 
torical survey in the first part of this paper there were nineteen handbooks 
studied end enalyzed in order to ascertein whet information they contained 
eomcerning the question of number of pronoms used with indefinite pronom 
antecedents, Of the nineteen handbooks which were studied eighteen were found 
to cartain u discuesion of number acrecment and only one™ failed to contain 
ouch a disoussiong Among the eighteen hendbooks which contained a diseussin 
of this number question fifteen insisted upon the use of a singular pronom 
with an indefinite pronoun antecedent; the remaining three handbooks suggost- 
ed gome other usage might be approved rather than insisting that the only 
correct usage was that of a singular pronoun in such a situation, 

A typical exemple of the insistence upon the use of a singular pronoun 
with en indefinite pronoun antecedent was found in Sentences and Their Ble- 
ments by Samuel C, Barle, Howard J, Savage, end Frank B. Seavey: “When the 
entecedent of a pronoun or of a possessive adjective is a collective or parte 
itive pronoun, care should be taken to make the acreenent in number exact, 
"If enyone will volunteer, he may try 16% 6 Aether example wes found in 
MacCracken and Sendison's Menual of Good Englishs 

The indefinite substantives here named are invariably aoither, 


lars the indefinite pronouns 
228» anybody, gnyone, and all o 


54Jom Matthews Menly ani Bédith Rickert, The Writer's Index of Good Form and 


— ow — an and Fronk B. Seay 
iow Torey 0c Wii), 8. eye Sentences and Their 
. ken and Helen B. Sendison, Manual of Good English (New York, o. 
1021), 69 


The number of a pronom is e Te 
amples ane Os be 


Sherwin Cody in The Art of Writing ond Speaking the English Language, 
Volume I, wrote the following stetenmts "We must be very careful in the use 
of pronouns referring to persons of objects described as each, svory, coe, 
the singuler pronoun being required in 11 these cases. 58 u Volune v of 
the seme work he insisted again that only singular pronouns are at all aeg. 
able with indefinite pronoun antecedent ss”? 

dawn C. Woolley and Franklin . scott in 1926 end again in 1928 in 


their College Handbook made a statement to the effect that each, every, . 
Reithers sone -K.. SVX Mer BO RE-· Ue, 
and A person are singular and therefare are the subjects of singular verbs 
and the antecedents of singular proncunss®° Similarly, John B. Under in 4 
Boview of Mnglish Grammar made this statements "The pronoun thet refers to 
indefinites like gech, every, gither, neither, no one should be in the singu» 
ler nud ers because these indefinite pronouns ere singulers”** George Carver 
in his Sentence Esgontialg made this similer stetements "A pronoun referring 
to an antecedent composed of gash, gach one, gery, EL one, evorybody, any- 
ene, anybody, oither, neither, no one, or nobody is singular “s 

This somewhat longer statement was made by Homer G. House and Susan By 
Hermen in their Handbook of Correct Englighs 

It 10 a serious blunder to employ a plural pronowm with a singu- 


57 „ 60. 
eat ae and Speaking the Tnglish Language, (Vole 
et. ele Erba Sollege Handbook of Composition 


glitch ie « stp see oe 


pA, 1 I N e 
. vend — * . . 


Sind lar — — Bell, Greever and 
Jones, ® Gaspar Pe Harvey Hekirroch ond Ingalls,” and Sidwell ond 
Siegfried, 0 

In the Handbook of Effective Mriting by Walter Koy Smart « statement 
was made as followss : 


A aT es ah conde ee ere ee 
oo or with a word or 
Sate . es the ontosodent includes of both 
sexes, custom has deorsed that the singular mascu pronoun shall 
be used. If this seems awkward, the entecedent should be changed 

to one that doos not reqyjre © cingular pronoun, or the sentense 

should be reconstructed. 

In a revised edition of the same work copyrichted in 1931 Mr. Smart 
feiled to suggest any substitute for the singular pronowms in fect, he full 
ed to diseuss the problem of number in regard to indefinite pronouns at all 
except as to agreanent of subject and verbs’? 

Porter 6. Perrin in An Index to Bnglish recognised that the use of 
plural pronouns with, indefinite pronoun antecedente was popular colloquially 
but suggested the following manner of improving sentences where the plural. 
pronoun was useds 


An. . everyone, ere singularess Colloquicl exe 


2 oy 3 ee ee 


rf Bath, a — 25 (Wow York, o 1989), 60. 
. mat ae 
4 223 e Hendbook in English (New York, o. 
eee — e e 1989), 8. 


8 81 8 end — rant Si 
si Osc ae ee ny oY 


prossions like ‘Everybody did their best ese can often be made bate 
— ae not. by making the verb or 
to some more scourage plural or collestive exe 
— ali did their beste 
Bryen, netheroct, end De Voto in The Writer's Handbook mede this somewhas 
more Liberal stat nent: 


A pronoun must with its antecedent in nunber, gender, 
pret ig Three coutions with respect to number are to be ese 


pees SP ae nn oe, sae 


eas Sone rr 
poate FI fg Aha paar  o rere ond 


feminine sex» r is 


strong, tho substitution of for ete0es Will frequent 
pap eek thaptiffieulty in 0. may be either singular 
or 


In addition to the nineteon handbooks which were studied four compe 
osition textbooks which included handbook sevtions wore analyzed, The hand- 


book goto of Composition for College Students by Thon en, Manchester, end 
Scott contained this definite statemmts 


Bach, 
. 


(a contraction of ov aot se is usually followed 
by a verb, but either p. may be used accords 
ing tg,the wish of the writer to express a plural or a singular 


Similer definite statements were meade by Rankin, Thorpe, and Solve in 


Are 2 e b , l E J. Eliza ag. 


raat , ce 1. 92. 
ok kü. zug Franklin u. Soott, Gompe 
“ih Pet a, Now Yorky © 04 1959), 602, 


the hendbock section ar their College Composition,” end by kasley 8. Jones in 
the handvook sestion of hic Prestieal Rngltsh Compositions” 

A lightly more liberal statement was found in The Art of Writing Prose 
by Loomis, Hull, and Robinsons 


Bach and indefinite pronouns ending mn 
D or elgg oF oregon Foal st 
A sub. it must have a singular verb. Pronoms possessive 
adjectives referring to of these pronouns should be singuler, 
exoept when a singular ‘be Gheurdy for instance, Every man wont 


bbe ch a ee eee os 
sto 
Kone may bo trected either ee singular or as Pisa. 


This analysis of nineteon hendbooke of gramer and four composition texte 
books which contained handbook sections offered evidence that writers of hande 
dooks are not as liberal in their attitude toward the question of nunber of 
pronows used with indefinite pronoun entecedents as are the writers of 
typicel grosmer textbocks, Perhaps the reason for this more conservative 
attitude is that the typical handbook ie written to present definite rules 
and very little space is civen to the discussion of these rules Where 
space 13 conserved and u cerefully worded rules oan be stated it is very 
difficult to mention a trend away from a long accepted principles 1 is 
neseseiry to have thet trend very definitely accepted as a fact before it 
dan be mentioned et all in such a books 


Secondary and Grade School Gremar Textbooks, 


Thirteen booke which were intended for use in teaching glich in the 


ee 2 eps end Melvin Theodor Solve, 


EEA Gonposition (New Tork, o 1931), 28. 
Roger Sherman Loomis, Helen Re 1 Mabel Louise Robingon, The Art of 


Eat Prose (New York, oy 1686 


Sumter high echoole end senior high schools were studied in the preparation of 
thie papers of these thirteen, three did not mention the probl a of number in 
regerd to pronouns used with indefinite pronoun entecedents; tho remaining 
den stated a definite rule or taught by exemple that the singular form of pro- 
noun was the only correct form to use with an indefinite pronoun antecedent, 
Four textbooks were intended for use in teaching English classes in a 
Junior high school, One of these, Elementory Bxglish in Agtions Book III, 
by Tressler and Shelmadine made this stetenents “Each, every, oither, 
Reither, snyons, anybody, everyone, S · someone, somebody, no . 
nobody, ome, meny a, and f person are singilary"” Included with thie states 
ment of the number of these certain pronouns was the general rule of agros- 
ment of pronoun and entesedent, A similar statement was made by Robert 


Metealf and Themes Metcalf in A Grammer for Common gohoodss”® tyman, 
Jolmeon, and MeGregor in Bffective Commmication taught the seme rule by 
examples end Denney, Fleer Skinner, and Ada Skinner in Our 1422 taught 
thet these indefinite pronouns were singuler ond must have singular verbs to 
“agree with then, thus indlesting thet these sone preious must ales have 
Singular pronoms to agree with theme”? 

Of the six high school textbooks one of those studied was a handbooks 


mas handbook, A EE of Bgoeutiels in Gramay and Rhetoric, by Marictta 
Right contained this statement: "The indefinite singular pronouns, such eas 


2 2 Gone no shy ts Sheluadine, Blenentary Boglish in Action, 
obert d. Metealf end Thomas Metealf, NE Grammar for Cowon Schools 
(ner Tork, o. 1894), 201, * 

en. L. Lyman, 8 and Ae Laura MoGregor, Effective le- 


— vt eee oe Skinner, and Ada My Skina 
— — „ or, Qur Baglish, 


30 


gach, sither, one, shovld be used with a singuler verb and a singular pronoum, 
thus; "Mach thinks thet ho cen do the wers, 

Lewis and Rosie in their Now Practioal HA for High Schools made the 
following statements “When a singular indefinite pronowm is used as an antes 
cedent, the singular form of the personal pronom or the possessive adjective 
referring to it should be used, C this eimilar stetonent wes found in Core 
oot Snglish Usage by Balin Pritble: “Anybody, everybody, acbody, / 
gah, gither, and noithar are singular end pronouns referring to then must be 
singular’, nowt end Northup in Gremar and Usage stated tho rule in this 
menners "Such an enmbecedent as one, & person, gvery, gach, many &, requires 
efter it @ singuler Prencun, s mu Sete See 
Ninth Year taught the ome rete ty compte — of wording # definitely.” 

He 1. Davie in his Self-Improvenent in Ag lieh discussed this problem 
more fully than did the authors of the previously cited textes The follow 
ing ere several quotations from Mr. Davis's texts 

„ Sameday «yay Apap pronouns end their entecedents must 


agree in number, This is a very simple rule, but like the rules 
for case it is often difficult to apply. le 


155 
l 


failure to — Ge pronoun with the true antesodent, and and (4) 
from a feilure to determine correctly the real number of the anbe- 


Se Feilure to associate the pronoun with the true antecedents 


Chariots Micht, A E of Mel in Er and Na (Hew York, 


N Se Lene and denes Fleming Host 
e 20. u- Hoste, Hoy Preatiea) N for 


Ana Blount end 1 1 0. 1982), 
58 2. b. Miller, Biglish Eesqntials for the Ninth x 
den. u. 2 (Garden City, Now York, o, 1926), 


$2 


Wrong: ach of my associates lost their jobs 


eee 


The exteosdent of their is not associates but gach, a singular 
distributive pronowess 1 


4q Pailure to determine oorreet ly the real nber of the ante. 


cedente 

Wrongs N . do. . 
words are cr) e Pronk Be Sate to by singular 
pronoun. 


In summarising tho informetion found in the junior high school end high 
school textbooks the one outstanding observation is that in no textbook was 
there found even a suggestion that the plural form of pronoun is ever eore 
rectly used with en indefinite pronoun antecedent, Unqualified stetenents 
eoncerning agree were fomd in each of these texts together with the ad- 
dition of one explenation of the faulty mderctanding on the part of some 
stuients, Perhaps the conservatian shown by these authors may be explained 
by the fact thet the books were written for young students, It is difficult 
to state a rule to a young student end then explain thet it is possible for 
him to disregard thie rule in certain relationships, If exceptions are suge 
gested, most immature students become inextricably confused and as a result 
usually do not know how to apply either the rule or its exceptions, Conse 
quently, the author simply states a definite rule and expects the student to 
follow it implicitly mtil he is advenced enough to understand its exceptions 
if such exceptions exists 


Specializes Types of Sregmar Textbooks, 


‘mong the books which were studied in the preparation of this paper were 


87. 
Thide, 925 
— 95. 


two volumes which contained rules and information concerning business Englische 
One of these, Business BA ty Rose Buhlig did not discuss the question 
of number of pronouns used with indefinite pronom entecedents at all, The 


other, The Ragentiols of Business Baglish, by Porter lender MecClintock cane 
teined this wmqualified statements “Anyone, anybody, everyone, evorybodyseve 
eber, are singuler end must be represented by a singuler pronoun, 0 

Tt can be noted thet business Bag Ich 16 cheracteristioally temo, concise, 
and to the points Congequently, it is typical of a business Inglish textbook 
that if any mention at all ie nade of a problem in gremer it is done in as 
brief a statement as it is possible to use and yet to achieve perfect clarity 
and indisputable coherenes, The statement made by Mr, MacOlintock ws as 
brief as it could be and yet present the meaning intended, In a volume 
written in such a manner no space can be used for additional explenations of 
tendencies and trends not complstely accepted as facts at the time of the 
writing, Therefare, it is to be expested thet if any statement at all cone 
corning this mumber question is made in a business English textbook it will be 
made in the manner in which Mr, MacClintock made his statements 

Meny of those grammar textbooks which were cited in the historical sure 
vey contained in the first part of this paper and which admitted or allowed 
the use of a plural pronoun in reference to an indefinite pronowm antecedent 
senotioned such usage in colloquial Mglish oly, Therefore, it is intereste 


ing to note that Nenry Sweet in A Primer of Spoken oke of this type 
of usages? Mr Sweet mentioned particularly this representative sentence, 


®88pose Bublig, Business English (Chicago, o, 1914). 
Nr 2 „„ (Chicago, 6. 


A Primer of Spoken Baglich (Oxford, o. 1911), 88. 


‘If enyone calle, tell them I will be back in half an hour', as typifying the 
kind of Mn¢lish which 16 being spoken when an indefinite pronoun is used as m 
antecedent. 

If any one type of glich is to be omsidered as the actual z lich of 
the people it carey must be spoken English, The average person talks often 
and et great length but writes infrequently and then very briefly, Conse. 
quently, it is only logical to eesept whet he says rather chan whet he writes 
as hie representative Exglighy Evidence has been show in thie paper thet the 
use of a plural pronoun with an indefinite prenown antecedent is becoming much 
more general ly accepted as sorrect colloquial English then it was several 
years eerliers Therefore, it can be seen that the authorities who write the 
gremmar textbooks are slowly secepting ae correct the usage which is pro- 
valent in the language of people » spoken gli che 


STODY OF NUMBER IN OTHER PUBLICATIONS 


Most teachers of glich are interested in the seme problems; one problen 
which reesives attention from all Bn¢liesh teachors from grade school to cole 
lege is thet of so- lod errors in eich, Tho word so- ed is here used 
advisedly, for it is difficult to stete arbitrarily that a certain type of exe 
emple ie in error end another certain type of exemple fe not in error, Often 
there is disacreement upon the question of whether a certain type of usace is 
wrongs "ven within the comparatively small bb of Me lich teachers there 
10 often disegreement upon such a questions A study of the type of bug Ih 
in which some certain expressions might be found was made by 8. f, Leon ard 


92 
ond Hy T. Moffett in 192% ~ thay based thoir conclusions upon the results of 


825, Ay Loonerd and He T. Moffett, “Current Definition of Level in English 
Usage", The Boglish Joumel, 161545, Key, 1927, 5 


a poll conducted among 26 American Linguists end seven British linguists, 
and in those results found en element of disagreement. 

Of tho expreesion, "None of them are hore", the results indicated thet 
75 percent of both the American and the British judges considered it to be 
not formal or literary English but to be cultivated, standard English. Both 
the Americen and the Sritish qudges also considered tho expression, “fverye 
one was here, but they all went home early", as cultivated, standard tglishs 
There was a divided opinion anong the judges of both groups regerding the exe» 
pression, "Everybody bought their om ticket", and the expression, "Weither 
author nor publisher ere subject to censorship", some of the judges considers 
ing these last two expressions as being pert of etandard English and some of 
the judges considering than as being illiterate, If linguists, who spend thelr 
lives studying the language, camot agree on whether a certain expression may 
be accepted as correct Baglish It is unavoidable that disagreement must Ike 
wise arise among other groups. 

In a publication dated 1952 Mre 8. A. Leonard again wrote of the sone exe 
pressions but et greater Length. 8 At thet time he taged hie eoelusions n 
a survey in which seven groups of judges of cramer renked these usages, 
Among these groups of judges were four groups of teachers ani threo groups 
of noneacademic judges; among the latter three groups was one group of 
authors, one of business mon, and one of editors. Ar, Leonsrd ranked the 3 
usages as established, disputable, and illiterate, If an expression was 
ranked as established it was approved by at least 76 percent of the judges 
end disapproved by not more than 25 percent of the judgesy if en oxpression 


rr. 2, A Publication of the Natio 
on of Teachers of ing Oe Se de 108. 


was ranked as illiterate it was disapproved by at least 75 peroent of the 
judges and spproved by vet nore Shim BS percent of the judges; if en exe 

prossion ws renked as disputable it renged somexhere between established 
end illitcrate in the opinions of the Judzes, 

Concerning the expression, “None of them are here", the ranking wee cone 
sidered as established; the teachers all renked the expression as established 
but the other groupe considered it as more or lone disputeble. ne editor 
gave the opinion that it was correct to say “None are here“ but inoorrest 
to sey "None of them are here“, 

The expression, "“Sveryone was here, but they all went home early", wes 
also ranked as established, but the qualifioation of colloquial usage wes 
added to the renking, The New Boclish Dictionary was quoted thus: "The pro- 
nom referring to everyone is often plural, the absence of a singular pronom 
of commm gender rendering thie violation of grammatical concord sometimes 
nesessarye” 

The expression, "fverybodgy bought their om ticket", was considered 
as disputable, as was also the expression, "Neither author nor publisher 
ere subject to censorchip"s 

From this evidem e it becomes increasingly clear chat in recard to the 
question of the use of a plural pronoun in reference to en indefinite pro- 
nom antecedent there is much disagreement, However, authorities have a- 
copted some examples as correct usage, and the present trend 1a in the 
direction of the acceptance of other examples, How complete this acceptence 
will become is yet to be seen, and it is quite impossible at the present tine 
to predict accurately whet the result will bes 


USF OF PRONOUNS WITH INDSFINIT® om ARTECEN ETS 
Bxemples Found in Verious Plays 


In addition to the study of books relsting to grammer, actual examples 
of plural prenome used with ind efinite pronoun antecedents were sought in 
order to determine if the trend which appeered in the renner books toward 
tho use of such plurel prenome also appear ed in speech end Literature, Since 
the dramn is the one form of literature which better then my other reflects 
the common usage of the people, it was chosen as the form for study, For thig 
purpose 180 plays, representing 72 authors, were read in search of exemplee 
of plural pronouns used with indefinite pronoun ontecedentss Of these plays 
84 contained examples which pertained to the question in this diseussion, but 
the remaining 96 yielded no material of any use whatever in thie studys 

During the nineteenth century Osear Wilde wrote many plays, In nono of 
his playa which were read in the preparation of this paper wes there found an 
exemple of the use of a plural pronoun with en indefinite pronoun sntecedents 
However, exemples were found which attested to the fact that ire Wilde used 
other devices in order to keep from using either a singuler or a plural pro- 
noun in such a constructions Several such exemples were found in his play, 
Zhe Importance of Being Tarneet, For instance, in speaking of all men, ine 
stead of using everyone, Lacy Bracimell seid, "A man should always have an 
occupation of some kind. 86 Jack made thie statement, "Sverybody is clever 
nowadays, You cen't go anywhere without meeting clever people," using 
People as the word whieh pertains to We However, ur. Wilde allowed 


4 

Oscar 01 ortence of in 

Nek. Wildes Fre inp co of Being Barnest, Pleys of 0 Me (New 
enge, 70. 
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the use of a plural pronoun with none, having the restor, Nr» Chasuble, say, 
none of ve are perfect." ur. Wilde also presented this following intereste 
ing dit of conversation which conteins an musual references 
Jack. 
„% I om a Liberal Unionist, 
lady Bracknell, 
Oh, they count as Toriggs They drive with us, Or come in the 
evening at any retoves 
A pley written quite recently but depicting the time when Charles II 
ruled dg land and Morgen was a pirate on the hich seas is The buceanser by 
Mexwell Anderson and Laurence Stallings, In this play the following excele 
lent exemples of the use of a plural pronom referring to any judce and of a 
singuler pronom referring to any crime were both found in the same sentence: 
Charles IT. 
Oh, as to thet, any judge on any bench could legalize any orime 
in five minutes. 
Mor gan. 98 
Then let them legalize ite 
In Bernard Shaw's Pygmalion the Cockmey speech ef ng Land was spoken by 
Pliza Doolittle. The following material was taken from her speech after quite 
extensive training by Professor Higgins: 
liza, 
My eunt died of influengas so they said, 
Mrs, Bynsford N91. 


eee 


Niza. 
But it's my belief they done the old woman in, 
Mra, Higrings 
eee 
Plize. 
They all thought she was dead; but my father he kept ladling gin 
down her throat 41 she came to so sudden that she bit the bowl 
off the spoons 
ig 85. 
Id., 66. 


— 
on Ger 2, 19885, 546 oe The 5uccaneer, in Three American 


res, Synsford 1411. 
eer 


2 beocne of her now straw kat thet should have come to me? 
ou its and whet I say is them as pinched it done 

In the lest speeth of the foregoing example the direct reference of them to 
gonobody can be noted, end in the earlier speeches of the exanple they is 
used to refer to some indefinite person or persons designeted as somebody in 
the lest speech, 

In R. C. Sheriff's wer play, Journey's End, were fn excellent ex- 
emples of the use of plural pronouns with indefinite pronow antecedents. 
Tho examples were not restricted in use to any one class of Mnglish soldiers 
but were found in the langusge of all the types of soldiers represented in the 
drama, For instance, Osborne answered a question thus, "Wo, but everybody 
thought 1t wes a big thing to doses Didn't they?®™ oceasionally a shift in 
number was used even though there wore no indefinite pronouns present, For 
instance, Ferdy said, "Oh, you each have a cockroach and stert en in a lines 
On the word, "Ge", you dig you eoekroach in the ribs and steer him with a 
nateh soross the table, 0 giniterly he stated again about ecckroaches, 
"Well, if you want to get the best pace out of a cockroach, dip it in 
whiskey - meskes "em co like hell, 10 the following interesting example of 
shift in number was found in the seme plays 

Stanhope, 

eve He dossmnt see into the earth beyond « the worma wendering 


round the stones and roots of trees, I wonder how a worm ons 
where it's going up or down? 


+ Shaw, Tal en (New York, ce 1925), 188. 

1 Ce . End, in Nelson's College Caravan, edited Arthur 

nge Matson, 2 11 tirley, an ey, a See See eee Clark N York, 
5 8 

zi. 1. 0 

1 8. 6. 


Osborne, 
When it's going dom I suppose the blood rushes into its head and 
makes it throbs 
Stanhope, 
Worms haven't got any bloods 
Osborne, 
Then I don't suppose it ever does owe 
St 


anhopes 
Rotten if it didn't + and went on going dow when it thought it 
was coming ups 


Yes, I expect thet’s the one thing worms droade 108 

Robert B. Sherwood in The Petrified Forest bad his ace gangster, Duke, 
a The cops ain't likely to catch up with us - not toenights So we can 
all be quiet end peaceable, and have a few beers together, and listen to the 
music + and not make any wrong moves. Because - I may as well tell you, 
folks + old Ruby there, with the nachine-gun + he's pretty nervous and jumpy 
and he's got the itch between his fingers, So let's everybody stay where 
they co. 10 Chareoters who were gimilarly outside the lew wore presented 
in Mexwell Anderson's Wintersete The following example is reprosentative of 
the languege of these peoples 

Garth. 

Bverybody e. 

Romagna wasn't guilty. But they weren't listening 

to evi dame in his favor, They didn't want ity 

They don't want it nome 

Marianne, 

But was that why 

they never called on you? « 

Garthe 

80 far as I imow 

they never’d heard of me. and I cen assure you 

I mer nothing about it, 


The remainder ef the examples quoted in this paper were taken from the 


Gey 104, 
B. Sherwood, The Petrified | Saw Beste Go. 2808) Oy 
W5xiaxwell Anderson, Winterset, er Livin ny Some Sones 
Cempbell, Justine Gundy ad Caro 70 Mow kart, ve 1888). 788. 


speech of characters representing ordimary people. There is nothing at all 
unugual about these people nor about the way they speak, and yet here were 
found instances of the use of plural pronouns with indefinite pronoun antes 
codent s. 

Rachel Crothers made use of the plural form in such constructions in 
several of her plays, two of which are He and She end Nice Peoples For ine 
stance, in Nice People Teddy said at one time, "If anybody telephones + tell 
them we're « no 1 don't mom where wo'll de, e106 using the plural form to 
refer to anybody. In the same play the same cheracter said at another time, 
— . using the singular forn te reo 
fer to nobody, From these two examples evidence is shown that the author was 
not entirely consistent in her choice of pronoms for this character to use, 
In He and She Miss Crothers used this interesting shift in numbers 


Anne 
7 She's your grandchild, you more 


1 Like tem chat wage 00 
Another playwright who made use of the plural form of pronome with ine 
definite pronoun antecedents is Susan GIaspe 11. In her play, Bernice, she 
gave this speech to one characters 


1 
one else. They all sen to be trying to « keep away from om e 
I think that e a little umecessarye Of course I know what grief 
does, and I'm sure I have every consideration for that, but really 


mi 18. Nice Se SSS American Plays, edited by 
weine Crothers, He e, Sey ee ee edited by 


Arthur Hobson Quinn 


41 
I'm sorry Oraig keeps his om sister oude 100 
In her play, Close the Book, Mise Glaspell wrote the following conversations 
Po . st vc eon aaa 
o, Garerine Dr feces) Oh 
ene by notore 
George 8. Taufvan is one of the most prolific of modern writers, In 
collaboration with Mare Connelly, Moss Hart, Morrie Ryskind, end Edna Ferber 
as well ae while acting as an independent writer he has written many stage 
successese In Stage Door, which he wrote in collaboration with Bana Ferber, 
this example was founds 


Big Mary. 11¹ 
Bow do we imow? We only got in to see one of mem, 


In the sane play Bobby asked, “Anybody cot 6 muffin they don't watt""!2 1 
these two examples the plural pronom was used to refer to auybodys in Begear 
22 Horgeback, written by ur. Kaufman in collaboration with Maro Connelly, the 
following interesting plural reference to everybody was used, 
Voile 
Well, that's fine, We'll show than, won't wet 
“ae 


141. 
on, everybodys 


Can I tell then? 
Nel 1. 
Ton, tell them all, Homer and 


100 gusen 8 
e e 


mee Kr , 
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John Osleworthy, one of the better mown reputable Mnglish writere, 
used the plural pronoun their with the indefinite pronoum everybodys for ine 
stence, in his play, Strife, Madge said, Ant You don’t wnt him beatens He 
your man, With everybody like their om cha deal 

Two examples of thengelveg used with Lb were founds "Lovers are so 
darned selfish; they never think of anybody but thenselves,""25 ona e don't 
think people ought to belong to enybody but thenselvess""!6 ene civst wag 
taken from Caste by Thowas William Robertson, and the seond was teken from 


w Minar Bice, 
This exemple of a plural pronoun used with nobody was found in NEN 
Deng by Sugene Pillots 
Little Old Ladys (flaring) 
4nd that's why the whole world is going nach, Nobody will do 


fo miless for it 
7725 — E they get something „ 


In Zoe Akine's The Old Meid, Charlotte was allowed to say, "Everyone's 
glad you're doing so well, They alwys expected you to, and you haves*?8 A 
cant ler referees to everyone was found in If Thig Be Treason by Holmes and 
lawrence in which ure, Bene, a dowager of Washington, D. C., said, "Everyone's 
deting so tactful, aren't they? meso two similar oxemples wore found in 
Thornton "lente Que Domne 

fell Mang 


Meggen, l, e. Pings (i er wines 0. B vot 105, 


1 George Re Coffman ine ott a 
be 
3 e 


—— Aiding is fe (New York, o, 1985 
Nisin x 5 L 


Is there no one in town aware of social injustice and industria} 
equality? 
W everybody is, « somethin’ terrible, gene like they 

1 yor - 

spend most of their time telling about who's rich and who's poor?” 


Stace : 
r 
mother prominent writer of the present time ie Noel Coward, In ur. 
Coward's Hey Fover Sorel mde the remark, "Yes, but people like little att en- 
tions. deve nover once asked anyone if they've slept wolle"!22 In the stage 
Girvestions to Bitter Sweet Mr. Coward wrote: “Parker throws open the double 
Goors at the back and annowwes supper, Breryone goes in laughing ond talke 
fing end ean be seen taking their pleces at small table“ 128 ur, Coward 
used the following very interesting chift in number reference to public in 


. 


John. 
The demand creates the supply, I think, The civilien public must 
enge ite wary and it also has to reconcile it with a strong sense 
of patriotism and a nice christ en God, It couldn"t do thet if it 
had the remotest suspicion of what really happens, 

Perrys 

Do you think it will ever mor? 


* 
I hope so, later on, much later, when it's all overs 


* 

(Violently) Never, never, never§ They'll never know whichever 
woy it goes, victory or def eat, They“ 11 emarm it all over with 
memorials and Rolls of Honour and Angels of Mons, and 1611 lock 
so noble and glorious in retrospect that they 11 all start itohe 
ing for mother wer, agged on by doar old gentlemen in clubs who 
wish they were twenty years younger, and the splendid women of 
Saglend happy and proud to ie their sans and husbands and lovers, 
end even their photographs. 


Rr. Qur Tom (New York, e, 1958), 80. 


warde dard, Hay Fover, in Play Parade (Garden City, Now York, e, 1088), 
Coward, Bitter Sweet, in Play Parade (Garden City, New Yori, o. 1988), 
I coward, D, in Play Parade (Garden City, New York, o, 1935), 


od 


Instead of using an indefinite pronoun many writers use the pronoun they 
with no reference, thus making it really an indefinite pronouns However, sine 
they ie plural in fom thore 1 no @iftioulty in mumber presented, An on- 
ple of this in Sugene O'Neill's Marco Millions was found in which Marco Pols 
eaid, "Died and became Gol? So that's what they believe about thet stone 
statue, is 107 tm George 8. Kaufman's end hans Ferber “e Dinner at Bight 
Kitty said, "They ey 16 ½ getting warmer every winter, It's on accomt of 
the Gulf tr em. They say there'll be palm treoe growing where the Empire 
State 1, tn hasse Anderson's Mary of Scotland, Queen Mery nid, “It's 
whet they cv. Wot whet thay believe, 127 tm tice) Coward's Private Lives : 
the following interesting explanation of the indefinite L was: found: 


i om be serious, my dear ome, it's just what they want, 
Who's they? 
tan - 128 
All of the futile moraliste who try to make life ubearable, 
Concerning these exemples of the use of plural pronowms with indefinite 
pronoun antesedents and devices to avoid such usage it 10 safe to state that 
the evidence has shown & dist inet trend toward such usages However, since it 
whe nesensary to vend wash a large wader of plage un day te fled thee ums 
1205 10 10 bade d m d Ube orlsenne diet he tape Um 0 Senile ene 
plete acceptence of this usage has not yet been attained, 
On the following pages may be found a list of all the plays read in the 
preparation of thie papers 


125kugene OMe 12, Ma in Belson’ edited 
e Palmer nf, Ff feet 6% ent Sone Nee Clave 
(New Tork, o. 1936), 84. ; 
Ferber and George 8. Keufman, Dinner at Bight (New York, o. 1952), 


i towards A e EE PTY e Clanton Ste, 52, York, e, 1888), 


list of All Plays Read in the Preparation of This Paper 


Akine, Zoe 
Tho Old Meid 


Anderson, Maxwell 
2 
or 
ers: 


Anderson, Maxwell, and Stallings, Laurence 


Crothore, Rechel 


Devies, Mary Carolyn 


The Slave with Iwo Peoes 


de la Rothe, Maso 
Mhiteoaks 


Drinkwater, John 


47 


Hankin, Ste John 
The lest of the De Wullings 


Holmes, John Haynes, and Lawrence, Reginald 
If This Be Treason 


Howard, Sidney 
The Ghost le 


— 
Hughes, Hatoher 
U B 
Jacobs, We We 
2 


Jones, Henry Arthur 
R 


Kaufman, George Se, and Comelly, Mere 


— George Se, and Hart Mose 


Keufmen, George Se, and Ryskind, Morrie 
22 Thee 1 sing 


Kelly, te tie 


Kennedy, Charles Rann 
in 2 


Kingsley, Sidney 
en te 
Knox, Florence Clay 
Kreymborg, Alfred 
and 4 


Lawson, John Howard 
Processional 

1 are and Lewis, Lloyd 
The Jeyhawker 


Mackay, Constance D'Arcy 
Somae) Retained 
Maughan, Somerset 
the Breatwinner 
MeCauley, Clarice Vallette 
The Conflict 


Milne, Ae Ae 


Mitchell, Langdon 
The New York Idee, 


Morley, Christopher 


Murrey, John, and Borets, Allen 
Boom Service 


One 11, Bugee 


Rosterd, “mond 


Cyrene Ce Bergerac 


Shaw, Bernard 


Al 
id106's Velignt 
neg Potrified Forest 


Naples Pound in Spessh and Other Ferme of Writing 


It is neseesary only to Listen to the conversation of people everywhere 
to hear the oumscn use of plurel pronouns with indefinite proncun antecedents 
People of influence im various communities, school superintendents, clacsroon 
teachers, college profescors, ministers, and others whe speak often before the 
pub ii use the plural form of pronouns in such construetions frequently, thus 
showing the growing acceptance of the plurel form in tho conversation of most 
people. Only those whe study end who correct thelr apeech very carefully ore 
gure to use the singuler fom of pronoun with an indefinite pronoun entes 
oder. 

Uxemples of this usage may de found in other forms of literature in 
Addition to the drag novels, short stories, and all other forne of liters 
ture contein such examples, but not in so lurge a moagure as does the dram, 
A very interesting exemple of such ueage is the following, token from the 
teachers’ epplication form as sent out by the public school system of Ste 
Joseph, Miesourls “A teacher met heve a Missouri teacher's certificate 
before they can teech in the public schools of Ste Joseph, Assur . 

Suoh examples are to be found everywheres all one needs is u quick ear to 
heer them and a sharp oye to see theme 


CONCLUSIONS 


From the evidence presented in this paper it is possible te draw severe 
21 concluaiongs Ae lich te not static, but moving, eo the trend in ae 
freement in number of pronouns used with indefinite pronoun entecodents is 
in motione There is disagreenent ot the present time concerning the question 
of whether the pronoun form used in reference to an indefinite pronoun antos 
oodent must be singuler or may possibly be plurals The attitude of the authæ 6 
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of grammar textbooks written for nature students proved to be increasingly 
liberal toward the use of a plural pronoun form to refer to an indefinite 

pronoun antecedents authors of handbooks were less liberal then authors of 
grammar textbooks toward this usages and authore of grade school textbooks 
were very conservetive in their attitude townrd this usage. 

Where the use of a plural pronoun form with an indefinite pronoun antes 
cedent was senctioned, the usage was usually given preference in colloquial 
eng 11 ch only. . Evidence was offered through the examples of such usage ob- 
tained from various dramas that writers are using this form in convorsation~ 
el English end even in stage directions on rare occasions, 

However, it must be clearly understood that this evidence indicates 
only a trend, and not a complete acceptance of such usage at the prosent 
tine, Such a trend pointe toward complete acceptance at a later date, but 
Probably many years will elapse before it is accomplished, Nevertheless, 

a person may use a plural pronoun with an indefinite pronoun antecedent and 
know definitely that his usage is sanctioned by some authorities et the 
present times 
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